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R OLD GRIST MILL

Of the quaint old mills in
Brandyyine hundred, antedating
the Revolutionary period, still
standing, the one which probably
had th® most interesting history at-
tached to it is the old Grubb grist
mill, situated on Marsh road where
that ancient highway crosses the
west branch of Naaman's creek.
The prospect of preserving this
with the past, as well as utiliz-
ng it for the future, occurred to
trustees of Ardentown, Who re-
ed the old miH prop-
bugh purchase from the
f Lewis B, Harvey,
old landmark, its walls still
t. afler standing the ravages of
the elements for 20 years, has been
acquired by the Arden Water Com-
pany, which is restoring the old mill
race and dam which until about ten
vears azo supplied the water power
which operated the old-fashioned
grinding machinery. The
vidence of decay in the anclent
in some of the wood-
which is being renewed; but
nill, which supplied flour
and meal to the Continental troops
during the Revolutionary war, and
two centuries ago shipped these
s to Philadelphia by way of
ubl's Landing, will be preserved
for future generations by the repalre
now under wa
Arden Water Company which
Arden and its neighbor.
own, with water, seeking a
hew source 6f supply to meet the
peeds of the rapidly growing com-
unity, has taken out the old grind-
ng machinery, and in its place !
nstalling a large water wheel, fille¢
fna force
The history of the anclent struc-
ure dates hack to the time when
fommanuel Grubb, who is said to
ave been the first child of English
harentage born in Brandywine Hun-
ired, acquired it. History records

stream, even though the water

that the mill was built by Reuber]
Ford and Samuel Reynolds, and im
bedded in the gable end of the struc
ture is an arched stone bearing th
date “1716.”

It apparently came into the pos
session of the Grubb family when ir}
1772 Emmanuel Grubb acquired 10
acres “in the interior of the hun
dred,” from William Penn, whicH
descended through the Grubb famil;
until in 1850 it passed into the
hands of Lewis B. Harvey, from
whose heirs the property recentl
was acquiréd by a group of Arden
ites, a little over a year ago.

Frank Stephens, one of the foun
ders of Arden, and one of the trus
tees of the new development, be-
cause of the sentiment attached to
the ancient structure, wished it pre]
served as nearly intact as the needs
of the water company permit, and|
its ancient wall will continue to re-|
main a mounument to those earlyl
pioneers who built so well that more]
than two centuries of time havel
made little change,

Workmen, excavating the runa-|
way for the new water wheel, have|
nucovered trunks of two ash trees,
evidently buried when the mill was|

built, still in an excellent state of]
preservation. At the suggestion of]
Mr. Sty ns the two old tree trunks|
have azain been covered over for|

the generations to uncover|
and speculate about their history.
ar the old mill, just below the|
bridge, is a rock with a large hole
1 it, imbedded in the bank of the
creek, described in one of the deeds
as one of the original landmarks.

Under the deeds, the Arden Water
Company ls privileged to dam the

should overflow the meadows of the
old Adam Grubb farm, now owned
by Newton L. Grubb, and the old
Hanby grant, now owned by Grover
Hanby, farther upstream.
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